THE MEMOIRS OF COUNT WITTE
CHAPTER I
MY YOUTH AND EARLY CAREER
I WAS born in the year 1849 *n the city of Tiflis. My
father, Yuli (Julius) Fiodorovich Witte, was of Baltic
origin, although officially he belonged to the gentry of the
province of Pskov. His ancestors, were Dutchmen who
emigrated to the Baltic provinces at the time when that
region was under Swedish rule. My mother, on the con*
trary, came of pure Russian stock. She was the daughter
of Princess Yelena Pavlovna Dolgoruki, the last representa-
tive of the older branch of that ancient and high-born race.
Her father was Andrey Mikhailovich Fadeyev, who began
his career as Governor of the province of Saratov and
ended as a member of the Main Board of the Viceroy of
the Caucasus. At the marriage ceremony they were blessed
with an ancient cross, which, according to the family tradi-
tion, belonged to Mikhail of Chernigov, a mediaeval Rus-
sian prince, martyred by a Tatar Khan and canonized by
the Orthodox Church.
At the time when my grandfather held the post of Pro-
vincial Governor, the young Witte, who had studied agri-
culture and mining in Prussia, arrived in Saratov in the
capacity of expert agronomist There he fell in love with
my mother and married hen My father was born a
Lutheran, and as my mother's family was arch-Orthodox,
he was forced to embrace her faith as an indispensable
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